
 

 

 

 

The Center for National Policy:  
CNP SPRING/SUMMER 2009 UPDATE 
 

���� CNP Congratulates Roemer on Ambassado-
rial Nomination 
 

The Center for National Pol-

icy proudly congratulates 

CNP President Tim Roemer 

on his nomination by Presi-

dent Obama to serve as Amer-

ica's next Ambassador to In-

dia, a country with vital im-

portance to United States na-

tional security. Pending Sen-

ate confirmation, Roemer's 

service would follow in a long 

line of CNP presidents, directors and board mem-

bers who have represented the United States in pres-

tigious posts throughout the government, including 

Cyrus Vance, Edmund Muskie, Madeleine Albright 

and Leon Panetta. 

 

� 2009 Edmund S. Muskie Distinguished Pub-
lic Service Award: CNP to Honor Senator Di-
anne Feinstein and General James Mattis  

On June 17, the Center for National Policy proudly 

presented the 2009 Edmund S. Muskie Distin-

guished Public Service Award to General James 
Mattis, Commander, US Joint Forces Command 

and Supreme Allied Commander Transformation, 

NATO, and Senator Dianne Feinstein, Chairman 

of the Senate Intelligence Committee, for their out-

standing contributions to America’s national secu-

rity.   

 

General Mattis, 

introduced by 

CNP Board 

Member Hon. 
Paul McHale, 
gave an over-

view of the war 

in Afghanistan 

and the role of 

the US military 

going forward.  

Senator Feinstein, introduced by CNP Board 
Chairman Peter Kovler, discussed the importance 

and urgency of stemming nuclear proliferation.   

The Muskie Award presentation is an annual event 

hosted by the Center in honor of the late Ed Muskie 

(1914-1996), who served our nation in the Navy, as 

governor of Maine, as U.S. senator and as U.S. sec-

retary of state. Muskie chaired the CNP board fol-

lowing his retirement from government service.  

(please see CNP’s website, www.cnponline.org, for 

a more detailed summary of the event, as well as a 

transcript of remarks and photos.) 

Peter Kovler, General James Mattis, 
Hon. Tim Roemer, Hon. Dianne 
Feinstein and Hon. Mike Barnes 

A Look Inside: 
• Future Force Project: CNP Hosts Top Military 
Brass and Civilian Experts  

• Policy Day 2009: Key Policy Makers Provide In-
sider’s View to CNP Audience 

• CNP Announces Launch of “Global Economic Cri-
sis Series,” Hosted by NPR’s Tom Gjelten  
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� Future Force Project: CNP Hosts Top Mili-
tary Brass and Civilian Experts 
 

Following the launch of its Agility Across the Spec-

trum: A Future Force Blueprint report in 2008, 

CNP kicked off its defense reform initiative in 2009 

with some of the nation’s top military experts and 

tackled some of the most difficult issues facing the 

Department of Defense.   

 

General James 
Cartwright, the 

Vice Chairman 

of the Joint 

Chiefs of Staff, 

discussed the 

role of the JCS 

in a time of 

presidential transi-

tion.  Lt. Gen. 
James Clapper, the Under Secretary of Defense for 

Intelligence, spoke about the evolving nature of in-

telligence in the 21st century.  Then-CIA Director 

General Michael Hayden discussed his tenure at 

the agency with the CNP audience and shared his 

list of the 10 most critical challenges that his prede-

cessor will face.  

 

Thomas Ricks, 
Pulitzer Prize 

winning author 

and Washington 

Post defense 

reporter, dis-

cussed his best-

selling book The 

Gamble: Gen-

eral David Pet-

raeus and the American Military Adventure in Iraq. 

Dr. David Kilcullen, one of the world’s preeminent 

experts on counterinsurgency strategy, talked about 

the best options for US policy in Afghanistan and 

Pakistan as well as his new book, The Accidental 

Guerilla: Fighting Small Wars in the Midst of a Big 

One.  CNP also hosted a spirited debate on one of 

the most contested issues in the defense community: 

the role of the F-22.  Barry Watts from the Center 

for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments and best-

selling author and journalist Mark Bowden pre-

sented their assessments of the role that the F-22 

should or should not play in America’s defense ar-

senal. 

General Craig McKinley, Chief of the National 

Guard Bureau, spoke about the critical role of the 

National Guard in the conflicts in Afghanistan and 

Iraq, and the key challenges with maintaining the 

Guard at the level of readiness and sophistication 

requisite for today’s multiple conflicts. Linda Rob-
inson, previously from US News and World Report, 

discussed her recent book Tell Me How this Ends: 

General David Petraeus and the Search for a Way 

out of Iraq. She listed several of the major mistakes 

that were initially made in US strategy in Iraq and 

what changes were ultimately adopted that helped 

improve the security situation.  

 

� Homeland Security Series: From Prepared-
ness Planning to Infrastructure Protection 
 
CNP also con-

tinued its impor-

tant work on and 

programs high-

lighting home-

land security, 

featuring a dis-

cussion with 

former Secretary 

of Homeland 

Security Michael Chertoff. While Chertoff pre-

sented the key issues from the federal perspective, 

Maryland Governor Martin O’Malley spoke about 

homeland security best practices from the city and 

state-level perspective.  

 

In coming months CNP will focus on best practices 

and challenges in port security in Long Beach and 

New York, and host a discussion on Coast Guard 

traditional roles vs. Homeland Security Mission.  

 

Lt. Gen. James Clapper 

Governor Martin O’Malley 

Thomas Ricks and Tim Roemer 
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� Policy Day 2009: Key Policy Makers Provide 
Insider’s View to CNP Audience 
 

CNP’s 2009 

Policy Day, one 

of the marquee 

events held an-

nually by the 

Center, featured 

a wide range of 

top policy mak-

ers and experts.  Rep. Artur Davis from Alabama 

opened the event with an insider’s view of the Con-

gressional agenda for 2009.  One of the nation’s top 

experts on homeland security, Stephen Flynn from 

the Council on Foreign Relations, spoke about the 

need to build resiliency into America’s infrastruc-

ture in light of the threats facing our country.  Head 

of the Center for American Progress and former 

White House chief of staff John Podesta gave his 

views on the importance—and necessity—of sound 

energy policy for both our national security and 

economic security.  David Smick, author of The 

World Is Curved: Hidden Dangers in the Global 

Economy, provided a comprehensive analysis of the 

world economic scene, describing the subprime 

"bubble" as only one of nine bubbles to burst in the 

global economic system. He noted that other bub-

bles around the world at risk of bursting include the 

reliance of European banks on emerging markets, 

commercial real estate, the government bond mar-

ket and credit card debt.    Rep. John Larson from 

Connecticut rounded out the discussion with a talk 

about his recent trip to Afghanistan and congres-

sional oversight issues.  

 

Following the 

first round of 

speakers, Am-
bassador Wendy 
Sherman from 

the Albright 

Group and 

Shibley Telhami 
from the Univer-

sity of Maryland together discussed the role that 

“smart power” must play in America’s foreign pol-

icy strategy given the current international envi-

ronment.  And in spirited fashion, Democratic con-

sultant Bob Shrum and conservative columnist 
Ross Douthat debated and discussed their outlooks 

for the Democratic and Republican parties follow-

ing the 2008 presidential election.  
 

� CNP Announces Launch of “Global Eco-
nomic Crisis Series,” Hosted by NPR’s Tom 
Gjelten   
 
In the globalized world, the 

ramifications of an economic 

disaster are impossible to 

contain in one country or re-

gion, as illustrated by how 

the current economic crisis is 

rippling around the globe.  

CNP is proud to announce 

the launch of a new series of 

events focusing on this topic, 

moderated by guest host Tom 
Gjelten from National Public 

Radio. The first program in the series concentrated 

on economic issues in Mexico, featuring former US 

Ambassador to Mexico James Jones and Leonardo 
Martinez-Diaz from the Brookings Institution. 

Jones and Martinez-Diaz discussed the impact of 

the US recession on Mexico’s economy, the Mexi-

can government’s handling of domestic crises such 

as the swine flu outbreak and the drug cartels, and 

the country’s prospects for recovery.  

 

This discussion 

was followed by 

an event focus-

ing on Pakistan 

with South Asia 

experts Ambas-
sador Teresita 
Schaffer from 

CSIS and 

Stephen Cohen Ambassador Wendy Sherman 

Ambassador Teresita Schaffer and 
Tom Gjelten 

Tom Gjelten 
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of the Brookings Institution. Schaffer and Cohen 

discussed the impact that the Taliban insurgency is 

having on Pakistan’s security and thus its economy, 

as well as prospects for cooperation with India. The 

series will feature additional events focusing on 

countries whose economic situation could have a 

profound effect on global financial stability and re-

covery.  

 

� Regional Security: CNP Focuses on Key Ar-
eas with Strategic Importance to US Security 
 
CNP began 2009 with a number of events focusing 

on regional hotspots around the world with strategic 

implications for the United States. Foremost among 

these were events included as part of CNP’s Asia 

Security Project.  Shirley Kan from the Congres-

sional Research Service and Rupert Hammond-
Chambers from the US-Taiwan Business Council 

came to CNP to discuss the crucial issue of the im-

pact that an increase in Taiwan’s military capacity 

has on Asian security overall.  Jacqueline New-
myer from the Long Term Strategy Group and 

Kristen Gunness, a China advisor for the US De-

partment of the Navy, also discussed Asian security 

at CNP, talking specifically about the impact of the 

global economic crisis on China’s military mod-

ernization efforts.  

 

In the spring of 2009, CNP focused on security in 

another region that has a major impact on US na-

tional security: the Middle East. Stuart Bowen, Jr., 
the Special Inspector General for Iraq Reconstruc-

tion (SIGIR), outlined recommendations for more 

effective contracting in future conflict zones found 

in his recent book Hard Lessons: The Iraq Recon-

struction Experience.  In May, CNP also hosted a 

discussion with former Undersecretary of State for 

Political Affairs Ambassador Nicholas Burns.  
Burns provided an overview of recent US policy 

towards Iran as well as his take on what types of 

strategies the US should be pursuing to curb Iran’s 

nuclear program.  

 
� CNP Announces New Board Member: For-
mer Assistant Secretary of Defense for Home-
land Defense Paul McHale  
 
Former Assistant Secretary 

Paul McHale was unani-

mously elected to CNP’s 

Board of Directors in May of 

2009, bringing with him ex-

tensive expertise on defense 

and homeland security that 

will enhance CNP’s current 

focus on these issues. 

McHale is currently an attor-

ney with McKenna, Long and 

Aldridge and President of Civil Support Interna-

tional LLC. From 2003-2009 he served as Assistant 

Secretary of Defense for Homeland Defense, where 

he supervised all homeland defense activities for the 

US Department of Defense (DOD).  The first to 

hold that position, he was responsible for homeland 

preparedness, civilian oversight of the two combat-

ant commands that cover North and South America, 

and the transfer of technologies to homeland secu-

rity use, pursuant to Section 1401 of the 2003 DOD 

Authorization Act.   

 

McHale served in the U.S House of Representatives 

from 1993-1999, representing the 15th District of 

Pennsylvania.  A retired colonel in the Marine 

Corps Reserve, McHale served combat tours in 

Saudi Arabia (1990), Kuwait (1991) and Afghani-

stan (2007).  For his service in Afghanistan he re-

ceived the Baryal Medal, Afghanistan's highest 

award for public service.  His personal military 

decorations include the Legion of Merit, the Bronze 

Kristen Gunness (left), Scott Bates and Jacqueline Newmyer 
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Star, the Meritorious Service Medal and the Navy 

Commendation Medal (2nd award).   Former Con-

gressman McHale received his J.D. from George-

town University Law Center and his B.A. with 

highest honors from Lehigh University in Bethle-

hem, PA. 

 

� CNP in the News: A Resource for Journal-
ists on National Security Issues  
 
In the spring of 2009, CNP continued to play an 

important role in the national security debate occur-

ring in Washington and around the country.  Part-

nering with the Washington 

Institute for Near East  Policy, 

CNP President Tim Roemer 

participated in a presidential 

task force looking into the 

most effective ways to con-

front radicalization as an inte-

gral part of counterterrorism 

efforts. Roemer, along with 

Lorne Craner, president of the 

International Republican In-

stitute, published an Op-Ed in the Indianapolis Star 

reporting on the task force’s findings. Roemer wrote 

about the need for enhanced Congressional over-

sight of the immense amount of government fund-

ing going towards the economic recovery in Roll 

Call and a tribute in the Buffalo News to Beverly 

Eckert, who lost her husband Sean Rooney on 9/11. 

Eckert was killed in the crash of Continental flight 

3407 outside of Buffalo.  CNP continued to reach 

out to new media outlets like the Huffington Post, 

with Roemer publishing editorial pieces on topics 

like Al Qaeda propaganda efforts and the implica-

tions of the instability in Mexico for US security.  

 

CNP events also continued to garner coverage from 

both leading national news outlets and industry 

press, including Congressional Quarterly, Roll 

Call, Army Times, Inside Defense and Aviation 

Week.  

 
 

� CNP Outreach: Effective Bipartisan Support 
Continues to Grow 
 

 

"The Center for National Policy is 
a truly bipartisan organization.  I 
appreciate what the Center does 
and its leadership on the great 
decisions that we must make as a 
country." 
--Ambassador Nicholas Burns 

 

"I'm impressed with the caliber of 
people who participate in CNP's 
dialogues." 
--General James Clapper 

 

"The good work CNP does day in 
and day out to promote the prin-
ciples of peace and greater secu-
rity is so important, not only for 
our country, but for this entire 
world." 
--Governor Martin O'Malley 

        
 

"As our country's politics have become more and 
more polarized, venues for thoughtful bipartisan dia-
logue like the Center for National Policy have become 
more important than ever." 
--Thomas Mann and Norman Ornstein 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Peter B. Kovler, Chair 

Hon. Tim Roemer, President 

Scott Bates, Vice President 

Jennifer Collins-Foley, Executive Director 

Michael W. Evans, Counsel 

 

Hon. Michael D. Barnes 

Hon. John Brademas 

Hon. John Bridgeland 

Rev. Cn. Robert J. Brooks 

Hon. Jack Buechner 

Robert J. Cavnar 

Elizabeth Folsom 

John Freidenrich 

David Geanacopoulos 

Hon. Dan Glickman 

Lester  S. Hyman 

Markos Kounalakis 

Ira Lechner 

Hon. Paul McHale 

Maurice Tempelsman 

Samuel J. Tenenbaum 

Peter Thoren 

 

 
Contact: 
Liz Packard, CNP Communications Director 

lpackard@cnponline.org 

202-682-1800   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
The Center for National Policy, celebrating a quarter 
century of expertise in Washington, directly engages 
Capitol Hill and the executive branch on the nation’s 
most important national security issues. As an organi-
zation dedicated to fostering productive, insightful dia-
logue, CNP is uniquely able to bring together experts 
and policy makers from both sides of the political aisle 
for study, discussion, and action. Finding solutions to 
the complex national security issues facing our country 
requires building consensus and bipartisan coopera-
tion, a vital role that CNP will continue to play through 
leveraging its comparative advantages and utilizing its 
knowledge of the policy making process. 
 
 
 
 
"I commend the impressive leadership the Center for 
National Policy has offered over the years, and the ex-
cellent opportunities you provide to exchange ideas for 
improving our country and our world."  
  --Sen. Edward Kennedy 
 
"In Washington today, it is rare to find an organization 
like CNP that brings people from both parties and all 
viewpoints together."  
  --Sen. John McCain 
 
"The Center for National Policy remains a bastion of 
seriousness and sanity at a time when both are 
needed... This organization has never been more nec-
essary."  
  --Madeleine K. Albright 
 
 

 
 

1 Massachusetts Avenue, NW Suite 333 
Washington, DC 20001 
Tel: 202-682-1800 
Fax: 202-682-1818 
www.cnponline.org 

 
 

Visit CNP’s website for key event 
materials including: 
 

 

• Video 
• Photos 
• Audio 
• Transcripts 
• Summaries 
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