
 

 

 

 

The Center for National Policy:  
CNP FALL/WINTER 2009 UPDATE 
 

���� CNP Announces Dr. Stephen Flynn as 
New President 
 

The Center for National Pol-

icy announced today that Dr. 

Stephen Flynn has been 

named its sixth President 

commencing on January 1, 

2010.  Flynn’s extensive work 

to strengthen national security 

while enhancing U.S. com-

petitiveness is widely recog-

nized and highly regarded by 

experts and policy makers on 

both sides of the political aisle.  His priority for the 

Center will be to respond to the crisis of America’s 

deteriorating infrastructure as a national security, 

environmental and economic imperative.   

 

As president, Dr. Flynn will continue the proud tra-

dition of intellectual leadership and civil dialogue 

advanced by such distinguished former Center for 

National Policy leaders as Cyrus Vance, Edmund 

Muskie, Madeleine Albright, and most recently Tim 

Roemer, the new U.S. Ambassador to India. 

   

Former Secretary of State George Shultz describes 

Flynn as “one of the nation’s most respected and 

influential voices on homeland and national secu-

rity.”  And according to former 9/11 Commission 

Vice Chairman Lee Hamilton, “Steve will be a tre-

mendous asset to the Center for National Policy.  

He is well-respected for his deep knowledge and  

 

 

non-partisan approach to managing many of the im-

portant security challenges that confront the na-

tion.”   

 
In addition to the Center’s ongoing security and 

public policy work, Flynn plans to place special fo-

cus on America’s crumbling infrastructure.  “The 

one thing we can safely predict about the future is 

that Americans will be confronted by man-made 

and natural threats,” Flynn contends.  “Today, our 

national security, economic competitiveness, and 

ecological sustainability hinges on whether we can 

muster the political will to reverse the reckless ne-

glect of our nation’s infrastructure.  The United 

States needs to harness the energy and ingenuity of 

individuals, universities, and the private and public 

sectors to lead the world in developing a hybrid in-

frastructure for the 21
st
 Century—one that is resil-

ient enough to adapt and respond to emerging risks 

while at the same time creating real jobs for Ameri-

cans, as well as opportunities to export innovations 

to the global marketplace.” 

 

Leslie H. Gelb, former President of the Council on 

Foreign Relations, says that Flynn “is the only per-

son I can think of who can save two vital American 

birds with one stone.  Flynn has the standing within 

the security and public policy communities to get 

Washington to understand that the building and re-

building of our nation’s infrastructure bolsters our 

homeland security and stimulates our economy.  

There are no more urgent and important tasks be-

fore America.” 
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“History should be our guide,” Flynn notes.  “In the 

1950s, President Dwight D. Eisenhower argued that 

building the world’s best highway system was vital 

for our national defense as well as essential to 

boosting our economy.  Americans have always 

embraced the need to think and act ambitiously in 

the past, and we can and must do so again.”   

 

Flynn comes to the Center for National Policy from 

the Council on Foreign Relations, where he has 

been a Senior Fellow since 1999, most recently 

holding the Ira A. Lipman Chair for Counterterror-

ism and National Security Studies.  At the Council 

his influential work centered on global trade and 

transportation security, private-public partnerships, 

and national resilience.   

 

Flynn’s tenure at the Council on Foreign Relations 

followed a distinguished career in the U.S. Coast 

Guard, where he twice held commands at sea, 

served on the National Security Council as Director 

of the Office of Global Issues, and was assigned as 

an advisor to the U.S. Commission on National Se-

curity (Hart-Rudman Commission).  He is a 1982 

graduate of the U.S. Coast Guard Academy, and 

received his M.A.L.D. and Ph.D. degrees from the 

Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts 

University.  Flynn has received numerous awards 

and commendations throughout his career including 

an honorary doctorate from Monmouth University 

in 2009, the Legion of Merit in 2001, and the Coast 

Guard Academy Distinguished Alumni Achieve-

ment Award in 1999. He is the author of the criti-

cally acclaimed The Edge of Disaster: Rebuilding a 

Resilient Nation (2007) and the national bestseller 

America the Vulnerable (2004).  

 

� Flynn Featured in Newsweek’s Special Year 
End Issue / CNP/Newsweek to Host Special 
Event  
 

Flynn was a contributor to the 2009 edition of 

Newsweek International’s special “Newsweek 

Issues 2010: Has the Great Recession Changed 

Everything?” The theme of this year’s issue is the 

overarching effects of the recession on the world 

economy and state of international affairs.  Flynn’s 

essay, “The Current State of Homeland Security,” 

focuses on the importance of building resiliency 

into our infrastructure and homeland security 

systems in order to help insulate the U.S and our 

economy from the impact of natural disasters or 

terrorist attacks.  

 

Special CNP/Newsweek Event. To mark the 

issue’s publication, CNP and Newsweek will be 

hosting a special event with Flynn, Francis 

Fukuyama, Director at John Hopkins University and 

author of the lead essay, and Rana Foroohar, Senior 

Editor, Newsweek International. The event will be 

moderated by Newsweek International Deputy 

Editor Jonathan Tepperman.  The discussion will 

take place on Monday, December 14 at 5:00 pm at 

CNP -- 1 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Suite 333.    

 
� Infrastructure and Sustainability: Funda-
mental to America’s Security and Prosperity 
 

In keeping with its mission to examine issues with a 

major impact on America’s security and prosperity, 

CNP hosted two forums with a number of the na-

tion’s top practitioners and experts on infrastructure 

and transportation. The focus of these events was to 

examine the role these areas play in the country’s 

overall economic competitiveness and security.  

 

In July, the 

Chairman of 

CNP’s Board of 

Directors, Peter 

Kovler, led a 

discussion with 

Secretary of 

Transportation 

Ray LaHood 
about the role of transportation in the economic re-

covery.  The discussion touched on investments be-

ing made to ensure America’s transportation system 

can support a 21
st
 century economy and how new 

Secretary of Transportation Ray Lahood 
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forms of transportation can support sustainability 

efforts. 

 

In July, Dr. 

Flynn moder-

ated a panel that 

included Cosmo 

Perrone, the 

Director of Se-

curity for the 

Port of Long 

Beach, 

California and 

Bethann 

Rooney, the Manager of Port Security for the Port 

Authority of New York and New Jersey. Flynn, Per-

rone and Rooney addressed the challenging task of 

sustaining the ports' vital role as working pieces of 

critical infrastructure with the security implications 

arising from their status as potential targets follow-

ing September 11th, 2001.  

 
� National Security: Fostering Dialogue on 
Key Issues 
 

As Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan 

enters its 8
th
 year, CNP’s forums continue to exam-

ine U.S. strategy and policy in the region and bring 

different perspectives to the debate.  On the issue of 

economic de-

velopment, CNP 

Board Member 

Hon. Mike 

Barnes moder-

ated a discus-

sion in July with 

Rep. Chris Van 

Hollen (D-MD), 

who introduced 

legislation to create Reconstruction Opportunity 

Zones in Afghanistan and Pakistan in order to help 

stimulate long term economic growth.    

 

This event was followed by a discussion featuring 

Craig Charney from Charney Research and Peter 

Manikas from the National Democratic Institute, 

looking at the recent Afghan elections and the pro-

cedural and technical issues involved.  On the eve 

of Afghanistan’s 

Election Day, 

CNP Board 

Member Hon. 

Paul McHale 

also led a dis-

cussion with Lt. 

Gen. David Ba-

rno from Na-

tional Defense 

University and J. Alexander Thier from the United 

States Institute of Peace, highlighting the impact 

elections would have for security and stability in the 

country and the importance of U.S. and NATO ef-

forts there.  

 

� Future Force Project: Promoting Agility 
across the Spectrum 
 

In July/August, CNP continued its examination of 

U.S. defense reform efforts, hosting forums on 

weapons platforms and force structure issues. Vice 

Admiral 

Robert Dunn 
from the Asso-

ciation of Naval 

Aviation and 

Ronald 

O’Rourke from 

the Congres-

sional Research 

Service ad-

dressed the growing debate over whether the Navy 

will experience a fighter gap in coming years.  

Lawrence Korb from the Center for American 

Progress and Lt. Gen. Joseph Yakovac from the 

Cohen Group also discussed options for Army force 

modernization given recent decisions by the Penta-

gon and the likely adversaries the United States will 

face in the future.  

 

Rep. Chris Van Hollen (D-MD) 

J. Alexander Their, 
United States Institute of Peace 

Vice Admiral Robert Dunn, 
 Association of Naval Aviation 

Bethann Rooney, the Manager of Port 
Security for the Port Authority of New 
York and New Jersey 
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In October, CNP 

hosted discus-

sions with two 

other top de-

fense leaders. In 

an event moder-

ated by CNP 

Board member 

Peter Thoren, 

Gen. Anthony Zinni (ret.) from BAE Systems 

spoke about leadership issues in the military and in 

the private sector, based on his recent book, Lead-

ing the Charge: Leadership Lessons from the Bat-

tlefield to the Boardroom. Hon. Paul McHale also 

led a discussion with Gen. Victor E. Renuart Jr., 

Commander of the North American Aerospace De-

fense Command and United States Northern Com-

mand,  who detailed NORAD’s new maritime mis-

sion to enhance warning and control efforts with 

Canada as well as civilian-military cooperation in 

issues of homeland defense.   

 

� Asian Security: Economic, Military and  
Political Issues in the Spotlight 
 

In September, 

CNP held an 

event on the 50
th
 

anniversary of 

the Taiwan Re-

lations Act, 

looking at issues 

of continuity 

and change in 

cross-Straits relations with Hon. Shelley Berkley 

(D-NV) and Richard Bush III from the Brookings 

Institution.  Roger Cliff from the RAND Corpora-

tion and Toy Reid, a renowned China analyst, also 

spoke at the Center about China’s military strategy 

and whether it poses a challenge to America’s role 

in Asia. 

 

� A Closer Look at Civilian-Military Rela-
tions: CNP’s Discussion Series on Provincial 
Reconstruction Teams 

CNP recently launched a series that will examine 

Provincial Reconstruction Teams (PRTs) from a 

variety of perspectives, including the strategic value 

of PRTs in Iraq and Afghanistan, lessons learned 

and their implementation and the applicability of 

PRTs to future conflicts.   

 

The first session, moderated by Kimberly Dozier 

from CBS News, was held in November and fea-

tured Robert Perito from the United States Institute 

of Peace and Dr. Jerry Meyerle from CNA. The 

attendees represented a wide range of participants 

from the U.S. government, military and non-

governmental organizations.   

 

� CNP Press Clippings 
 

 
‘“Part of our afterglow of this is — launch the airplanes, 

and then we'll sort it out later,’ Renuart said, responding 

to questions during a talk at the Center for National Pol-

icy.” –Associated Press, 10/29/09 

 

 
“The budget pressures are really a ‘microcosm’ of pain 

among all the services, said Scott Bates, vice president 

of the Center for National Policy, which last week held a 

discussion about Army modernization.”  

–Politico, 9/1/09 

 

 
“At a discussion this week on the Navy’s ‘fighter gap’ at 

the Center for National Policy in Washington, one of the 

defense world’s most knowledgeable sources on all 

things Navy, CRS’ Ron O’Rourke, tried to put a defini-

tive number on that ‘gap.’” –DoDBuzz, 7/23/09 

 

 
“[LaHood’s] speech at the Center for National Policy in 

Washington came just days after Arizona's junior sena-

tor, Republican Jon Kyl, suggested the government 

should ‘cancel the rest of the stimulus spending.’”  
–Washington Post, 7/15/09 

Gen. Anthony Zinni (ret.) 

Hon. Shelley Berkley (D-NV) 



 

 
5 

  

PRAISE FOR STEPHEN FLYNN’S APPOINTMENT  

AS PRESIDENT OF THE CENTER FOR NATIONAL POLICY 
 

 

 “Steve Flynn is a superb public servant and the Center for National Policy will greatly benefit from his 
leadership.  As one of the nation’s most respected and influential voices on homeland and national 
security, his work with the Center will undoubtedly contribute to enhancing America’s security and 
prosperity.”  

- Former Secretary of State George P. Shultz 

 

“For nearly three decades, the Center for National Policy has served as a unique institution in Wash-
ington, quietly taking on complex foreign and domestic policy challenges that often do not make 
headlines otherwise.  The Center will continue to fill this very important role under the new leadership 
of Steve Flynn, a gifted leader who will expertly carry out the organization’s mission.  I have no doubt 
that the Center will maintain and build on its reputation as a place that policymakers, members of 
Congress, and the media can turn to for civil dialogue and innovative and pragmatic solutions for 
building a safer and more prosperous global community.” 

- Former Secretary of State Madeleine K. Albright  
President, Center for National Policy, 1989-1992 

 

“Long before the events of September 11, 2001, Steve Flynn was sounding the alarm and advocating 
thoughtful and pragmatic proposals for dealing with America’s vulnerability to catastrophic terrorism.  
In the subsequent years, his eye has remained squarely on the horizon to identify new challenges 
and opportunities for building a safer and more resilient nation.  I am delighted that Americans will 
continue to benefit from his leadership as the new President of the Center for National Policy.”   

- Former Governor Thomas H. Kean, 
Chairman, 9/11 Commission  

 

“Steve will be a tremendous asset to the Center for National Policy.  He is well-respected for his deep 
knowledge and nonpartisan approach to managing many of the important security challenges that 
confront the nation. The 9/11 Commission sought out his expertise during our deliberations and Gov-
ernor Tom Kean and I recently turned to him once more, to serve on our bipartisan National Security 
Preparedness Group.  The Center and those it serves are fortunate to have him as its new Presi-
dent.” 

- Former Congressman Lee H. Hamilton, Vice Chairman, 9/11 Commission,  
President and Director, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars 

 

“Steve Flynn is the only person I can think of who can save two vital American birds with one stone.  
Flynn has the standing within the security and public policy communities to get policymakers to un-
derstand that the building and rebuilding of our nation’s infrastructure bolsters our homeland security 
and stimulates our economy.  There are no more urgent and important tasks before America.  As 
President of the Center for National Policy, Flynn will be well-positioned to hold Washington’s feet to 
the fire.” 

- Dr. Leslie H. Gelb, President Emeritus, Council on Foreign Relations
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Peter B. Kovler, Chair 

Dr. Stephen Flynn, President 

Scott Bates, Vice President 

Jennifer Collins-Foley, Executive Director 

Michael W. Evans, Counsel 

 

Hon. Michael D. Barnes 

Hon. John Brademas 

Hon. John Bridgeland 

Rev. Cn. Robert J. Brooks 

Hon. Jack Buechner 

Robert J. Cavnar 

Elizabeth Folsom 

John Freidenrich 

David Geanacopoulos 

Hon. Dan Glickman 

Lester  S. Hyman 

Markos Kounalakis 

Ira Lechner 

Hon. Paul McHale 

Maurice Tempelsman 

Samuel J. Tenenbaum 

Peter Thoren 

 

 

Contact: 
Liz Packard, CNP Communications Director 

lpackard@cnponline.org 

202-682-1800   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
The Center for National Policy, celebrating a quarter 
century of expertise in Washington, directly engages 
Capitol Hill and the executive branch on the nation’s 
most important national security issues. As an organi-
zation dedicated to fostering productive, insightful dia-
logue, CNP is uniquely able to bring together experts 
and policy makers from both sides of the political aisle 
for study, discussion, and action. Finding solutions to 
the complex national security issues facing our country 
requires building consensus and bipartisan coopera-
tion, a vital role that CNP will continue to play through 
leveraging its comparative advantages and utilizing its 
knowledge of the policy making process. 
 
 
 
 
 
"I commend the impressive leadership the Center for 
National Policy has offered over the years, and the ex-
cellent opportunities you provide to exchange ideas for 
improving our country and our world."  
  --Sen. Edward Kennedy 
 
"In Washington today, it is rare to find an organization 
like CNP that brings people from both parties and all 
viewpoints together."  
  --Sen. John McCain 
 
"The Center for National Policy remains a bastion of 
seriousness and sanity at a time when both are 
needed... This organization has never been more nec-
essary."  
  --Madeleine K. Albright 
 
 

 
 

1 Massachusetts Avenue, NW Suite 333 
Washington, DC 20001 
Tel: 202-682-1800 
Fax: 202-682-1818 
www.cnponline.org 

 

Visit CNP’s website for key event 
materials including: 
 

 

• Video 

• Photos 

• Audio 

• Transcripts 

• Summaries 
 
 
 

www.cnponline.org 
 

 


